My series of news reports exposes
organized human ’Erafficking network
thriving across 105 villages of three tribal
districts of Rajasthan - Udaipur, Banswara
and Dungarpur, adjacent to the Gujarat
border.

This story is outcome of relentless hard
work of two years and reveals that every
day children between the age of 08 and 15
years are made available to brokers for
bidding in these villages.

The impact of the story was that for the first
time a special cell was created in Kotra block
of Udaipur district which is considered as an
epicenter of child trafficking and Special
Investigation Unit for Child and Women Crime
was established at every police district across
State.

After this expose, a special drive was launched
by the Rajasthan police in January 1, 2020 and
is till on. So far more than1000 kids have been



rescued. Immediately after the story, 134 kids
were rescued in an joint operation by the
Gujarat police and Rajasthan police from
Surat.

The National Human Rights Commission and
Rajasthan State Commission for Protection of
Child Rights took cognizance of the stories
and gave necessary directions to state
government to curb human and child
trafficking.

The chief minister of state Ashok Gehlot
immediately took cognizance of the story and
a high-level meeting of officials concerned
with the child development and directed
them to formulate policy to stop human
trafficking in state. Also,extra check-posts
have been created on the border areas of
Gujarat and Rajasthan.
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Translation of series of stories

Story 1:
Date of published: December 21, 2019

Bhaskar's biggest exposé on human trafficking
in 127 villages of three districts

500 jeeps deployed in villages to traffic
children to Gujarat; Bhaskar 'buys' 44 children,
hand them over to police

Investigative reporter from India’s leading Hindi
daily -Dainik Bhaskar, Anand Choudhary, has
been relentlessly working for the past two
years to expose the organised human
trafficking racket operating in the three tribal
districts of Rajasthan - Udaipur, Banswara and
Dungarpur villages, adjacent to the Gujarat
border.



Choudhary's work can be said to be greater
than CNN's investigative reporter Nima Elbagir,
who exposed the slave trade market in Libya,
because he has put his personal safety at risk to
save children of vulnerable and weaker sections
of the society. In this crusade, he has freed
more than 1,000 children from human
traffickers and even bought 44 children and
handed them over to police. Choudhary in a
series of articles in Dainik Bhaskar has exposed
how human trafficking is rampant under the
belly of police administration.

In more than 127 villages of Udaipur, Banswara
and Dungarpur, everyday children including
girls are sold for a price between Rs 50 and Rs
150. They can be taken to any place and made
to work whatever their buyers want.



To expose the human trafficking network, the
Bhaskar team, taking a huge personal risk,
contacted brokers and through them bought 44
children, who were later handed over to the '
police.

Out of these 44 children, the Bhaskar team on
November 29, 2019, handed over 26 to the
Mamer police station, adjoining the Gujarat
border and 18 to the Kotra police station.

During its sting operation, the Bhaskar team
has talked to 30 brokers, who explained the
modus operandi of flourishing illegal trade in
detail. According to them, daily almost 300
children are taken to Gujarat. For this purpose,
they have deployed 500 (SUVs) bearing Gujarat
number plates across the three districts. The
jeep owner is paid Rs 50 per child and he also
pays Rs 500 daily to the police.



The most worrisome aspect is that according
to the National Crime Record
Bureau(NCRB),2017, Rajasthan was placed at
the top as far as human trafficking is concerned.
Since then, it has not published any report.
Rajasthan's record on child labour is also not
enviable as it is ranked third in the country.

Meanwhile, it is business as usual for human
traffickers.

Bhaskar 'buys' 18 children from brokers for Rs
9,500 for a day

On December 20, the Bhaskar team also
exposed the callousness attitude of the police
and the Child Welfare Board. In these three
districts, more than 20,000 children and
women are trafficked to Gujarat daily.

It (the Bhaskar team) bought 18 children
ranging in the age group of 10 and 15 years for



Rs 9,500 for a day from Mamer village, adjacent
to Gujarat border and handed over them to the
Kotra police station. However, the Bhaskar
team was shocked by the callousness and
casual approach of the police and the Child
Welfare Board - the agency which supposed to
prevent child trafficking. Children were handed
over to the Kotra police station at 8 am and the
entire day was spent in police questioning
children without bothering to arrange food and
water for thirsty and hungry children. As far as
the child welfare bodies are concerned, the less
said is better. Even after contacting the
Rajasthan State Commission for Protection of
Child Rights, there were no signs of any action
until very late in the night.

Police official threatens Bhaskar team, says 'he
is the government. Will do whatever he wants'



The most shocking aspect of the entire
episode was the arrogant behaviour of Danpat,
the in-charge of Kotra police station, who
instead of taking immediate action, started
intimidating and threatening the Bhaskar team
and a social organisation, which helped the
reporter. He said, "he is the government here
and whatever will happen here, it will be
according to his wish" and kept harassing
children throughout the day. It may be
mentioned here that the Bhaskar team had
informed the police headquarters about its
sting operation and the police's the anti-human
trafficking had assured of its help in writing
while the police headquarters is extending its
full support in this crusade. Only Kotra police
station in-charge is hindering the campaign.

Why Bhaskar did sting operation?



More than 25,000 children disappear every
year in Rajasthan. In 2015 and 2016, 782 boys
and 1387 girls under the age of 18 years had
disappeared while in 2015 4951 women has
gone missing.

According to NCRB 2017 report, Rajasthan tops
the chart in Human trafficking across nation.

As per census 2011, the desert state ranks third
in child labour in the country wherein more
than 8.5 lakh children between the age of 5 and
14 are engaged in child labour.
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Story 2:

Everyday kids are been sold at crossroads between
Rs 500 to Rs 3,000 per month, Rs 50 commission
per kid

In the second article of series on human trafficking,
Anand Chodhary unearthed a market where
children are sold like animals. In the tribal districts
of Udaipur, Banswara and Dungarpur, children of
school going children are auctioned to the highest
bidder. Every day children between the age of eight
and 15 years are made available to brokers for
bidding. During the bidding there is sign of remorse
or regret on the faces of bidders as they are
concerned about their commission.

The Bhaskar team led by Choudhary not only
recorded on video tape more than 30 brokers doing
the bidding but also bought 44 children through
them exposed the racket.

How the deal is struck



In the tribal-dominated areas these brokers are
called 'met'. No deal can be finalised without their
consent and they only decide the price and work.
Their commission also fluctuates depending where
the girl or boy is to be taken. If the place is nearby
then, commission is just Rs 20 and if the place is
faraway then the commission is Rs 50. Every village
has at least one or two 'met' who take away boys
and girls for work. However, they are not
responsible if any mishap or accident takes place
during the course of work.

8-year-old girl g'oes for Rs 3,000 per month

Posing himself as a factory owner contacted a
broker and finalised a deal to buy 8-year-old Choti
of Amalia Fala village of Udaipur for Rs 3,000 per
month. The broker, who took Rs 500 as advance,
promised to deliver the girl, who he said could any
manual work.

Cheapest 8-year-old Dala goes for Rs 50



Eight-year-old Dala of Kotdwara was auctioned
off for just Rs 50. The broker, who took Rs 50 as
commission, said he could deliver 50 such boys.

13-year-old Duddi available Rs 200 per day

13-year-old Duddi of Dungarpur;s Tekwara village
could be bought for R 200 per day. The broker said
he can arrange 50 girls like her but will charge Rs 50
per girl as commission.

How much brokers earn

1. Vasta, resident of Khedbrahma village is Guajarat
earns Rs 27,000 per month

2. Ranchad Bhai, also resident Khedbrahma village
is Guajarat earns Rs 22,500 per month.

3. Himmat Singh of Vichwara village, Dungarpur,
earns Rs 25,000 per month.

4. Pratap Singh of Kherwara, Udaipur, earns Rs
18,000 per month.



5. Bhartlal Bhai of Photan, Udaipur, earns Rs
45,000 per month.

6. Raju Lal of Amaliya village in Udaipur, earns Rs
30,00.



s

mucﬁ%ﬁerérﬂaﬁhmﬁhﬁh#anm

iy, w1 U&l-12, 2076

AR (o ) oy 1 3
A S | g

SR 90 235 | 90
swiR 14 231 | 100
et 74 146 70
g 22 330 | 20

12 5% | 65 TRDOT

nmawﬁm%ﬁm Wwwﬁww 2 2 B e B P 3 M

_ 100 %. Bt far & forw e awenti & Al

‘asﬁ'vm

I[5RIC M AR &b &), 31aifest Sz cite

mmaﬁm/mmmlmmﬁwmaﬁ%lsr%mﬁms@rr{ﬁmaéma%l 73 5T © g o1 Tlieak 8 TE 3T F 3T Tk maﬂtw%%@nﬂm@%a‘r@m

TR 1 e U SN & S 3 ST 9 S Al Akl oh RERR BT &1 ST, SR, Seerer Sl s # el SR 3 5 3 e o 127 9 S el § Ygee

TS TRl ohl §el ST S 39

e 0 15 TR S Sl oh SR ToR ﬁ@raﬁ%lwﬁa‘rﬁﬂzaﬁ%lzﬁmmﬂz # st gu e @) & e werta frd wdee 7, o &b fore .. it gae e 51w |

< WA 6T 21 |G ST Seer | 9 el
B S {1 SRaGT Bl ST 100 . fe@rdt
TSI o S # THeRI 3 hI@ & T | A
2011 F T et ot sheré # fiR T S TR Ster
W|mé%€tmlaﬁfﬁﬁﬂamwnélﬁm%
SRRET ST 5 TG . T ST | SISt ST 1

siferct mefier am o1 HITEH! @t R

- >‘/ A
IR I U el S HITeAl <) Hiet T ferst
. QRIS 3 HEw TS o) Hiftsh o 15 |
T a1 Siferet foret it fived freprer # e
el = weflT =g R 1w e # v ) R
@ FoeRTeT, TR R U 7 U e el < R e |
T ot T g B TR W e s wiel-RRT it 81

zﬁammmram

¢ fiwan = o,
it ot g T

therl i gr1 e, rR YARTA

20 L X
TR ST SR 10 IS T o STel A T
. %ﬁﬁmwwgﬁa% wefer
TR SR fHel| T Hie | o A U Te Ul &
G- S T 1 S A W e S €
TS 2 SRR T T 81 ST IR ST e e A

31egn E[CTRIA : e 2 2 e,

Blceralcl - SORN FSIGh Wl A & |

9 T T&c ISl o TSl T (18) *F |

m%ﬁmwwmmlmwﬂaﬁ{g

aﬁi , i1 & S BT e TR U e R ke
e

: Wlwmwﬁ%ﬁmﬁmwma

T o ¥R T SR S, TR B e aet

e Ren

1 TSt ShUET 31 11 & S




Story 3:

Gone to Gujarat for daily wages of Rs 100,
children return home brutalized and
handicapped for life

In the third article of his series on human
trafficking, Anand Choudhary has brought to
light the poignant story of children who were
sold for manual labour.

More than 10,000 children have disappeared
from Rajasthan, out of which 50 per cent, who
have not returned home, have been victims of
human traffickers.

The most distressing aspect of this human
tragedy is that the few 'lucky' ones who have
returned home have been brutalized,
traumatized and suffered such physical injuries
that they have made handicapped for life.



Heart-wrenching of those who returned home.

1.Bharulal: A resident of Saharia village in
Udaipur, 21-year-old Bharulal was sold about
nine years ago through a broker to work in a
snack-making factory in Gujarat for daily wages
of Rs 100. In March 2011, during that course of
work Bharulal fell into a large of wok of boiling
oil and not only suffered 50 per cent burns but
also fractured his both hands. Because of the
severity of burns, fingers of his both feet had to
amputated. The father had to sell his livestock
for Rs 5 lakh for his treatment, which is
continuing.

2. Mangli: About two years ago 15-year-old
Mangli of Patela Fala village in Udaipur, was
hired by an oil factory in Mehsana (Gujarat) for
cleaning the machinery. One day while Mangli
was cleaning the machine, somebody switched



on the machine in which Mangli was stuck.
After a lot of efforts she was pulled out but her
both limbs were crushed. After being
hospitalised for more than a month, her limbs
had to be amputated. Today, she is able to walk
a bit with the help of artificial limbs but her
marriage prospects have been completely
snuffed out.

3. Indira: 15-year-old Indira of Dadi Badi village
in Banswara was hired as a construction worker
in Surat, Gujarat. Just a few days before Diwali
last year, while working she suffered an electric
shock, which injured her hand. First, the hand
was amputated from the wrist, then elbow
and this also not helped, her arm had to be
amputated from above the elbow. Indira was |
studying 10 class and was engaged. The tragedy
has shattered an innocent girl's life. She had to



discontinue her studies and her engagement
was also broken.

4.Chunaram: 10-year-old Chunaram of Nikaro
village in Udaipur has gone to Surat to work in a
factory. His both hands were crushed during
the work. The police found him lying
unconscious near a railway track. For the past
five years, he has been leading a miserable life.
Due to amputation of both hands, he can't eat,
drink or wear clothes on his own. When parents,
who are manual labourers, go for work,
Chunaram had to depend on neighbours to
even drink water. His treatment has taken a
heavy toll on the family, which lives in a house
without a roof.

5. Dhuloram: Nine-year-old Dhuloram of Ranaji
village in Kotdwara has gone to work in a hotel
in Jaswantgarh (Gujarat). During work, he



suffered an electric shock, which burnt his
knees, chest and left hand, which had to be
amputated. The owner hotel neither paid his
dues nor money for his treatment. He is
working in a hotel in Gujarat.
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Story 4.

Lively children went to earn extra buck but some
of them returned with bodies covered in shrouds
and some never returned

In the fourth article of the series, Anand Choudhary
brings out the human tragedy unfolding in the tribal
areas of Udaipur, Banswara and Dholpur, where
hapless parents sell their children for a paltry sum
and in return receive their bodies covered in a
shroud and bodies of some of them have been
never found. What is left with them are pictures of
their loved ones, who they will never see again.

The most heart-rendering scenes can be seen in
the villages of Udaipur, Banswara and Dholpur,
where the human traffickers dope vulnerable and
economically weak people with the promise of
giving employment to their children. But, instead of
receiving money from them, parents even don't
know their whereabouts. Some of them get bodies
of their dead children while others even don't get



this. They live on memories of children and their
photographs in the hope that one day they will
return or they will know their whereabouts. But for
some the wait is endless. The gloom on their faces
and sorrow in eyes tells a tale of which can bring
tears to anybody's eyes.

According to NCRB, between 6-7,000 children,
including women disappear from Rajasthan every
year, in which Udaipur, Banswara, Dholpur account
for more than 3,000.

Three girls from the same village buried alive
as well cavesin

Tambi, Raba and Badi of Rishabdev block in Patela
Fala village of Udaipur had gone to Sobhasan village
near Ganeshpura in Gujarat to work as manual
labourers at an agricultural farm. There they were
made to in huts, which were adjacent to a well. One
night the well caved in, and all three friends were
buried alive under the debris. Their bodies were
pulled out after days and the farm owner did not



pay any compensation and even threatened the
girls' parents of sending them to jail. Raba's father
Nanalal in his grief has lost his mental balance.
Same is the condition of fathers of the other two
girls.

Search for their lost son yields missing son of
another family

Kamli Bai and Bhagaram's search for their lost son
proved a blessing in disguise for another family
whose son was also missing. Their son Chamanaram
at the age of 12 was taken away from their village
Kavera Khet in Udaipur to work Rajkot in Gujarat to
work in a hotel. For the last 8 years, they have not
heard from their son. Aged and uneducated couple
first tried to look for their son in nearby villages but
in vain. Then they made several trips to Udaipur and
Gujarat without any success. But in the process,
they found a missing son of a family of Richwara
village, which they handed over to the family.



Went to earn money in the summer holidays,
came back his body

Bhagwati, 10, a student at Adivasi hostel wanted
to make extra money during the summer holiday. A
resident of Bhulo Khet village in Udaipur, Bhagwati,
without informing his parents went work in
Vadodara (Gujarat) on May 25, 2019. On 29 June,
his father Lalaram got a phone, informing that his
son has been injured. The same around 7pm, some
people from Gujarat came and handed over his
son's body on Udaipur-Ahmedabad highway and
returned to Gujarat. Bhagwati's father is so afraid of
human traffickers that he did not even file a case
against them. His mother Thavri Devi keeps crying,
holding his photo, schoolbag and books.

Ran over by train, Vijay was cremated by the
police



The 15-year-old Vijay of Maska Mahudi village in
Banswara had to Bardoli (Gujarat) as a causal
worker with a contractor of a nearby village. In 2018
on the day of Diwali he was run over by a train. For
7 days his body was lying in the morgue and finally,
the police cremated him. His aged parents kept
looking for him but there was no sign of contractor
who took Vijay along with him nor of the person
where Vijay was employed. His body was identified
by name of his fiancee Narbada, which he had
engraved on his hand.
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Story 5:

IMPACT

In the biggest joint operation Rajasthan, Gujarat
police raid places in Gujarat and rescued 134 kids.

Rajasthan CM calls special meeting on human
trafficking, vows strict action.

Special cells set in every district.

Police rescue 134 in Udaipur

Anand Choudhary's extensive investigative
reporting and sting operation without bothering his
personal safety finally jolted the authorities into
action and on Sunday (December 30, 2019) for the
first time a massive joint operation by Rajasthan
and Gujarat police rescued 134 children from Surat
in Gujarat.



Among those rescued, 125 kids belonged to
Rajasthan while nine others were from Jharkhand,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

The anti-human trafficking unit of Rajasthan police
and Guijarat police after doing a recce for two days
early morning on Sunday (December 30, 2019)
raided the Sitaram Society in the Puran police
station area. During the three-hour raid, 134
children were rescued. Children belonging to
Rajasthan were sent in three buses to Udaipur while
kids from other states were handed over to Surat
Child Welfare Board.

Udaipur police superintendent Kailash Chandra
Bishnoi said that the early morning raid because
during this time they could find all children at one
place. He said during the operation many brokers
and employers have been identified and after
getting more information from children cases will
be registered against them and then arrests will
follow.



Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot taking
serious notice of Anand Choudhary's exposé and at
a high-level meeting on child welfare announced
stringent measures to check the child trafficking
menace. He said check posts will be set up at the
borders the three districts share with Gujarat, which
will be manned 24 hours by the police or home
guards.

He said strict action will be taken against brokers
and others involved in child trafficking to find a
permanent solution to issue moral and human
problem. He announced numerous measures to
rehabilitate children, who have been rescued.

In this regard, director-general of Rajasthan police
Bhupendra Yadav said a special cell will be created
in every district to deal with child and women
trafficking, which will be headed by deputy
superintendent of police.

It may be mentioned that after Bhaskar team
exposed the state administration, police and the



Rajasthan human rights commission have become
active. Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot called a
high-level meeting of officials of Home, police,
Panchayati Raj and labour department.

During the meeting, the chief minister directed the
departments concerned to set up special teams at
district and state level to curb human trafficking. He
also said the workforce of Special Operation Group
(SOG) will be given specialised training. It was also
mentioned in the meeting that special units to
check child and women trafficking are being set up
under the police officer of inspector level.

On the other hand. the chairman of the state
human rights commission, justice Mahesh Chandra
Sharma, taking notice of the Bhaskar sting
operation, wrote to DGP to prepare a detailed and
comprehensive policy in the regard by January 17.

Meanwhile, due to the impact of Bhaskar sting
operation, the police and other related agencies
have upped their anti-human trafficking operations.



On 26 December, the Udaipur police rescued 17
children in Kotdwara village, who were being taken
to Gujarat to work in BT cotton fields. The broker
has been arrested.

SP Kailesh Chandra Bishnoi said children were being
taken to the border district of Gujarat and after
inquiry, it emerged that the broker Laxman who
used to take to Gujarat on Rs 200 daily wages early
in the morning and they used to return in the
evening. Apart from his Rs 50 commission, Laxman
used to charge Rs 50 per child for ferrying them to
and fro. In this regard. the police have also booked
Manek Patel, the owner of the farm in Gujarat,
where children were taken for work. The local child
welfare board arranged a temporary shelter for the
rescued children, who were later handed over to
their parents.





