
Summary 

 

The dark side of India’s vibrant automobile industry 

 

India’s automobile industry is one of the largest in the world. It accounts for over 7 

percent of country’s GDP, 49 percent of its manufacturing, employs over 35 

million people and generally prides itself as one of the most conscientious and 

sustainable industries. Yet, there is a dark side to it. Its extensive supply chain--the 

back end of the glitzy car and bike manufacturers that makes the nuts and bolts of 

the vehicles, is unorganised, away from the spotlight and not quite as efficient as 

we would like to believe. Hundreds lose their life or limb while trying to produce 

any of the thousands of critical parts that makes our vehicles tick. In the Gurgaon-

Manesar industrial belt alone, of the largest automotive clusters in the country, 

1369 workers were grievously injured between 2015 and 2019.  

 

This is a two part series that tells their story. The first part focusses on the 

problem-the faulty machines and why they are so, the injuries and how it alters 

lives, and their sheer numbers. The second part looks at the major companies for 

whom the parts are made in the first place and what, if at all, they are doing about 

it.    

 

 

Auto slowdown and FM Sitharaman’s bluff 

 

In the middle of 2019, the automobile sectors started grabbing headlines as vehicle 

sales began thor downward spiral. A process that continues till date. Under 

pressure, it forced Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to opine that the 

slowdown was nothing but due to millennials preferring to not buy cars or two 

wheelers but opt for shared mobility instead. She did not give out numbers and 

nobody had them. So we decided to not only dig deep but also analyse whether it 

made sense at all.  

 

The story analyses the economics of mobility and whether using Ola Uber makes 

sense at all for the youth of this country over a sustained period. The conclusion 

was a resounding no, unless one needs to take short trips daily between office and 

home or elsewhere.   


























